Content:
The book is divided into three parts, each with an introduction by one of the editors. The history section, introduced by Jonsen, contains 13 essays on such themes as organ transplantation, experimentation, terminating treatment, and bioethics as a discipline; the methods section, introduced by Jecker, has 15 essays; and the practice section, introduced by Pearlman, contains 16 selections, including state and federal statutes, professional association statements, and scholarly discussions of ethics committees and ethics consultation.
Highlights:
Most of the essays in the first part of the book are classic works in bioethics, and it is good to have them conveniently grouped together. Attention to the cultural context of bioethics in the method and practice sections is valuable. The essays and introductions are clear, free of unexplained jargon, and comprehensible even to those without much background in philosophy or bioethics.
Limitations: Some essays that I would regard as central to the history of bioethics have been omitted, and some of those that have been included are less important. More disturbing than the exclusion of specific essays, however, is the exclusion of whole topics. For example, conception of the practitioner-patient relationship is a fundamental topic in bioethics, yet neither Veatch's classic essay sketching models of the relationship nor any other systematic treatment of this issue is included. One would expect the material in the practice section to be up to date, but there is as much material from the 1970s as there is from the 1990s, and most is from the mid-to late 1980s.
Context:
No other book attempts to cover all three of the topics addressed in this book, although most introductory texts include a summary of underlying principles and most now include some attention to the practice dimension of bioethics in legislation, professional position statements, and the workings of ethics committees and ethics consultants. Most introductory texts are organized around issues rather-than along the lines of this book. However, those with a serious interest in exploring the field should pick up the revised edition of Encyclopedia of Bioethics by Warren T. Reich (Macmillan, 1995) . It allows the reader to select topics of interest and offers history, methods, and clinical implications on almost any topic.
Reviewer: Glenn C. Graber, PhD, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Essential Medical Genetics

Field of medicine: Medical genetics.
Audience: Medical and genetic counseling students. It may also be of value to clinicians, scientists, and teachers.
Purpose: To serve as a textbook on the basic principles of medical genetics and as a reference on genetic disorders.
Content:
The book is divided into two major sections. The section on basic principles covers basic topics in medical genetics: nucleic acid structure and function; DNA analysis; chromosomes, meiosis, and mitosis; autosomal inheritance; sex-linked inheritance; and non-Mendelian inheritance. A basic understanding of biochemistry is assumed. The section on clinical applications is composed mainly of brief descriptions of genetic and congenital disorders (chromosomal aberrations, single gene disorders, and congenital abnormalities). Separate chapters on immunogenetics, cancer genetics, prenatal diagnosis, and population screening are nice additions. Four appendices cover relevant topics that deserve greater discussion in chapters of their own: odds and probabilities, applications of Bayes' theorem, coefficients of relationship and inbreeding, and "populations genetics" (basically, the Hardy-Weinberg law).
Highlights:
The book is attractively crafted and well illustrated with numerous two-color illustrations and black-andwhite photographs that effectively supplement the text. A section of color plates contains a variety of photographs illustrating fluorescence in situ hybridization techniques and a few clinical photographs.
Limitations: Several important topics, such as imprinting, mitochondrial disorders, uniparental disomy, and the expansion of trinucleotide repeats, do not receive adequate attention. Although the causes of numerous disorders are identified in the clinical applications section, there is little discussion of the mechanisms (molecular pathophysiology) of underlying genetic disorders, particularly in biochemical genetics. Discussion of "common themes," such as large-molecule substrate accumulation (storage disorders), smallmolecule substrate accumulation, haploinsufficiency, and dominant negative effects, is also lacking. The glossary is limited, and this edition unfortunately doesn't contain the 100-question self-assessment section that was in the previous edition.
Context: This book presents many basic topics in medical genetics clearly and concisely. However, in trying to be a compendium of genetic disorders, it limits its effectiveness as a basic text without succeeding as a reference. Most other introductory texts take a different approach, introducing specific diseases as examples of types of genetic disorders or illustrations of the "common themes" mentioned above.
The most recent editions of many similar works have more detailed discussions of imprinting, uniparental disomy, and mitochondrial disorders.
Commentary:
The time has come for texts like this to introduce such topics as genetic regulation of development, regulation of gene expression, control of the cell cycle, and DNA repair mechanisms, but I have not yet seen these topics addressed in any book of this type. Purpose: To provide information for at-home caregivers and facilitate the solving of common problems experienced when the impact of illness is felt at home.
Content:
This easy-to-read, well-organized manual offers focused information. All 24 chapters have the same format and include sections on understanding the problem, seeking professional help, alternatives for caregiver action, possible obstacles, and carrying out and adjusting the plan. Caregiving, the physical problems of patients with AIDS, emotional and social stresses, and supportive resources are discussed. The appendices of resources in the United States and Canada, medicines, and opportunistic infections are brief but useful. Bold print identifies key points.
Highlights:
The book is written in a style that stimulates a sense of control and involvement in the caregiver. The author promotes the COPE (creativity, optimism, planning, and expert information) process. Examples of appropriate actions and responses in varied situations are given.
Limitations: Caregivers need to be comfortable using this type of resource when a problem occurs. World Wide Web or e-mail addresses are not included but would be helpful for those who have Internet access and want more information.
Context: Numerous books are available on caregiving and HIV and AIDS; this manual tackles the specific circumstances that arise when HIV or AIDS becomes apparent and a family member or friend is involved as a caregiver.
Reviewer: Mary Lou Wranesh Cook, PhD, RN, SUNY Institute of Technology at Utica, Utica, New York.
Commentary:
The author promotes the development of problem-solving skills for the caregiver by providing specific plans. The manual will be most useful for caregivers who can take time to read and follow the suggested actions.
